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SUBJECT: LEBANESE AMBASSADOR INQUIRY ON THE SOUTHERN 
LEBANON SITUATION 


1 . DURING A MEETING WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON ON 
DECEMBER 13, LEBANESE AMBASSADOR KABBANI ASKED FOR A 
BRIEFING ON HOW THE USG SAW THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. 


2. ATHERTON CHARACTERIZED THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN 
LEBANON AS STILL UNRESOLVED. HE REVIEWED THE POSITIONS OF 
THE VARIOUS PARTIES FOR THE AMBASSADOR: (A) SARKIS'S NEED 
FOR CONTROL; (B) THE 1969 CAIRO AGREEMENT, ENDORSED AT THE 
RIYADH-CAIRO SUMMITS, GIVING THE PALESTINIANS PERMISSION TO 
ESTABLISH A MILITARY PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON AND (C) 
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PRESENCE CLOSE TO THE BORDER. ATHERTON SAID THAT THE USG 
SAW ITS ROLE AS TRYING TO MAKE EACH PARTY AWARE OF THE CON- 
CERNS OF THE OTHERS. THE USG IS NOT MEDIATING THE SITUA- 
TION, HE STRESSED, BUT IS TRYING TO PREVENT ANY PARTY FROM 
MISCALCULATING THE SITUATION AND TAKING STEPS THAT WOULD 
LEAD TO GREATER PROBLEMS. WE HAD COUNSELED RESTRAINT ON ALL 
PARTIES. 

3. THE AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THE USG'S 
EFFORTS AND INDICATED THAT THE PROBLEM WOULD BE CONSIDER- 
ABLY SIMPLIFIED IF ONLY A TRUE LEBANESE SECURITY FORCE 
COULD BE SENT TO THIS AREA. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR SAID THAT THE ISRAELIS WERE BEING UN- 
REASONABLE AND INCOMSISTENT IN HOLDING SYRIA RESPONSIBLE 
FOR KEEPING THE PALESTINIANS GENERALLY UNDER CONTROL IN 
LEBANON WHILE NOT ALLOWING THEM TO EXERCISE SUCH MILITARY 
CONTROL IN THE SOUTH. ATHERTON SAID THAT THE AMBASSADOR 
WOULD HAVE TO ADMIT THAT, REGARDLESS OF UHAT THE ISRAELIS 
MAY BE SAYING, THEY HAVE BEEN RESTRAINED IN THEIR ACTIONS. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HETHOUGHTISRAEL’S OBJECTIVE WAS 
TO CREATE A BUFFER ZONE IN SOUTHERN LEBANON. HE SAID 
THAT, AFTER TWO YEARS OF WARFARE AND TURMOIL, IT WOULD BE 
TRAGIC IF ISRAEL S INTRANSIGENCE IN SOUTHERN LEBANON WOULD 
BE THE CAUSE OF THE NEXT CRISIS. HE HAD HEARD THAT THE 
PALESTINIANS HAD MOVED SOME HEAVY WEAPONS INTO SOUTHERN 
LEBANON. WHILE THIS MOVE WOULD BE RATIONALIZED AS CON- 
FORMING WITH THE CAIRO ACCORD, IT WAS ALSO INTENDED TO 
ESCAPE THE SECURITY FORCE'S CONFISCATION OF HEAVY WEAPONS. 
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